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of noble birth, with very few exceptions, to keep away from the
concert. The front rows remained almost empty. The King
looked round the hall and said furiously to his entourage: 'Just
look how my aristocracy leave me in the lurch/ l 'I have reason
to believe/ remarked Count Bernstorff,2 'that the King himself
would be glad if a lucky chance freed him from the fetters which
hold him prisoner. He feels the humiliation of his position and is
ashamed of it, and his mistress makes his life so difficult that he
has more vexation than pleasure from it/ The Count nevertheless
considered it impossible for the King ever to gain sufficient
strength to free himself.

On 3oth November the Maurer Ministry was dismissed and a
new one under Prince Oettingen-Wallerstein nominated. The
inclusion of Herr von Berks, one of the few officials who had not
shunned Lola Montez but actually belonged to her social following,
and whose son was a member of the Alcmannia Students, coloured
the whole Ministry in the eyes of the public. It was known as
the 'Lola Ministry', although the chief person, Prince Oettingen-
Wallerstein, was by no means an admirer of the dancer.

The new Government had at least a popular programme, which
was particularly important seeing that the barometer of the time
stood at liberal' and in German countries particularly, national
feeling was very much alive.  The democratic party was gaining
ground and beginning to raise its head in Bavaria. It exploited the
universal discontent felt by all classes on account of the Montez
affair and the weakening of the King's power consequent on the
withdrawal of its most powerful supporters, the aristocracy and the
clergy.   Even Ludwig I now began at times to get angry with
Lola Montez.   The extremely dubious society she had gathered
round her because she was avoided by others worried him, particu-
larly when one of these persons gave grounds for jealousy.   At
the moment this applied to the Pole, Karwawski, who was playing
an increasingly important part and had already conic into conflict
with several other men.   As the Russian Embassy intervened,
the King agreed to the deportation of the Pole. In this matter he
again acted against the capricious will of Lola Montez, who wished
at all costs to save Karwawski from his fate. The result was that
on the evening of 4th December, the King was drawn into a
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